PHIL331: Ancient Philosophy 
Dennis Beach, OSB

Supplemental Reading Project
Spring 2006
Readings in Greek Culture and Thought
The purpose of this project is for each student to familiarize herself or himself with one aspect of Greek culture and thought by focusing on a commentary and analysis by a contemporary scholar. The teams of three will support this effort, since reading these texts will stretch us all a bit. And so it will also be a group exercise in developing an understanding of a challenging text and being able to present it and speak meaningfully about it to others. Finally, we will share our insights with one another so that the whole class derives some benefit form the reading that the whole classroom community does. (Talk about Benedictine values in action!)

The plan:

1. Formation of reading groups/study teams (done).

2. Reading and discussion in teams: You should be working on this now. If you haven’t started, jump start yourselves today! To ensure that this happens in a timely fashion, I want every group to schedule a meeting with me in the last two weeks before Spring Break. You don’t need to be finished with your book, but you should be far enough into it that the issues start coming clear an so that your questions can be a little more focused than general. In this meeting we’ll discuss the following:

a. What are the difficulties of the reading? If the text as a whole appears to long, too extensive, can we narrow down the target a bit without compromising the whole. 

b. Some groups may need help with particular concepts or areas dealt with in the book, and our discussion can get the group oriented in this area so that reading can proceed.

c. If the group wants to schedule further sessions with me to check on or foster understanding, you are welcome to do so.

3. Group presentations to class. The second week after Spring Break  (March 13-17) we will have reports back to the class. I will give you a more specific plan, but you will have to report on what you perceive to be the central thesis or insight of the book you are reading. You’ll have to be selective because you’ll only have 10-15 minutes to “teach” something about this to the class. You can be creative in presenting the ideas: The main task is to engage one another meaningfully in the ideas and subject matter of the book. That may mean giving the class some of the information the book discusses—whether its Greek hoplites, the lives of women in Athens, the ideas about sexuality that shaped Greek practice, the meanings of key Greek words, or certain myths and their significance for ancient Athenian society.

4. I will ask each member to turn in a short “book report” type paper at the time of the class presentations. Format for that will be provided.

5. In the second part of the semester, you will write a paper connecting your outside reading to one of the philosophical texts we are studying in class.

